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WHAT IS SEO?

SEO stands for Search Engine Optimization. It refers to the practice of
optimizing websites and web pages to improve their visibility and ranking
in search engine results pages (SERPs). The goal of SEO is to attract organic
(non-paid) traffic from search engines by making the website more
relevant and trustworthy in the eyes of search engines like Google, Bing,

and Yahoo.

SEO involves various techniques and strategies, including keyword
research, on-page optimization, technical optimization, content creation
and optimization, link building, and user experience enhancements. By
implementing SEO best practices, businesses aim to improve their
website's search engine rankings, increase organic traffic, and ultimately

drive more qualified leads and conversions.

SEO is an ongoing process as search engine algorithms are constantly
evolving. It requires continuous monitoring, analysis, and optimization to
stay ahead of competitors and adapt to changing search engine guidelines.
A well-executed SEO strategy can help businesses increase their online
visibility, reach their target audience, and achieve their digital marketing

goals.
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Please note that while we often discuss SEO in relation to Google, the leading search
engineg, it is important to remember that implementing SEO best practices can also

enhance your rankings on other search engines like Yahoo and Bing.

SEO plays a vital role in driving organic traffic to your website through search engine
results. Unlike paid advertisements that appear at the top of Google's search results,
SEO allows you to attract free and organic traffic by optimizing your website for
search engines. By following SEO guidelines, you can improve your website's
visibility and increase its chances of appearing higher in search engine rankings,

ultimately driving more targeted traffic to your site.
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HOW DOES SEARCH WORK?

SEO search works by utilizing algorithms and processes employed by search engines
to deliver relevant and high-quality results to users based on their search queries.
When a user enters a search query, the search engine scans its index of web pages
and applies various ranking factors to determine the most relevant and useful

results.

Search engines like Google use complex algorithms that consider factors such as
keyword relevance, website authority, user experience, and content quality to rank
web pages. These algorithms analyze the content and structure of web pages, as
well as external factors like backlinks and user engagement signals, to determine

the relevance and credibility of each page.

SEO strategies aim to optimize websites and content to align with these ranking
factors. This involves conducting keyword research to understand what users are
searching for, optimizing website structure and code, creating high-quality and

relevant content, and building authoritative backlinks.

By implementing effective SEO techniques, businesses can improve their website's
visibility in search engine results, attract more organic traffic, and increase the
likelihood of reaching their target audience. It's an ongoing process that requires
continuous monitoring, analysis, and optimization to stay competitive in search

rankings.
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WHY IS SEO IMPORTANT?

SEO is important for several reasons:

e Increased visibility and organic traffic: SEO helps your website rank higher in
search engine results pages (SERPs), making it more Vvisible to potential
customers. When your website appears prominently in search results, it can
attract more organic traffic, leading to increased brand exposure and potential
conversions.

e Targeted and relevant traffic: SEO allows you to optimize your website for specific
keywords and phrases relevant to your business. By targeting relevant keywords,
you can attract users who are actively searching for products or services similar to
what you offer, increasing the likelihood of converting them into customers.

e Improved user experience: SEO involves optimizing your website's structure,
design, and content to enhance user experience. A well-optimized website is
easier to navigate, loads quickly, and provides valuable information to users. A
positive user experience leads to increased engagement, longer time spent on
your website, and higher chances of conversions.

o Establishing credibility and trust: When your website ranks higher in search
results, it signals to users that your website is reputable and trustworthy. Users
tend to trust search engines' recommendations, so appearing at the top
positions can boost your credibility and help build trust with your audience.

e Long-term results and cost-effectiveness: Unlike paid advertising, which requires
ongoing investment, SEO can provide long-term results. Once your website ranks
well in search results, it can continue to generate organic traffic and leads
without additional costs. While SEO requires effort and time to implement, it can
be a cost-effective strategy compared to other marketing channels.

Overall, SEO plays a crucial role in improving your online visibility, driving targeted
traffic, enhancing user experience, and establishing your brand's credibility. By
investing in SEO, you can position your business for long-term success in the digital
landscape.
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ROADMAP TO SUCCESSFUL SEO
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Audit
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Foundations

Where is your SEO starting

point? Are there any major

issues you need to address? \/

Set up the groundwork for
SEO so you can build your

rankings strategically.

On-page Content [\ 03

Optimization

Formulate your

content

strategically to make it easy

for Search Engines & your

audience to find you.
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Off-page SEO &
Promotion

Promote your content and
take advantage of off-page
SEO tactics to increase your

website's visibility.

06

Topic & keyword
Research

Research matters. Dig in &
find topics/ keywords that
is already

your audience

searching for.

Check-in & Maintain

Check-in on important
ranking factors so that your

SEO continues to rank.
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HOW TO GET STARTED WITH SEO

#1 Set up Google Search Console

In the realm of building a strong SEO foundation, there's a crucial step known as
Step #2: Utilizing Google Search Console. While you may be familiar with Google
Analytics, Google Search Console serves a different purpose. While Google Analytics
provides insights on user data and website performance, Google Search Console
offers a unique perspective—how GOOGLE perceives your website

By setting up this invaluable free tool from Google, you gain visibility into the
keywords your website is ranking for in search results. Additionally, you gain access
to a range of helpful tools that can enhance your SEO efforts. Furthermore, it enables
you to identify and address any issues that might hinder your website's ranking
potential. Undoubtedly, Google Search Console stands out as one of the most
valuable resources for SEO, and the best part is, it's completely free ©

#2 Submit your sitemap to Google

In the realm of establishing a solid SEO foundation, there's a key step known as Step
#2: Submitting Your Sitemap to Google. Think of your sitemap as a roadmap that
outlines the content structure of your website. When you submit your sitemap to
Google, you're effectively notifying their bots about the content and organization of
your site. This action streamlines the crawling process for Google, making it easier for
them to explore and index your website's pages. By ensuring your sitemap is up-to-
date and readily available to Google, you enhance the overall discoverability and
visibility of your website in search results.
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HOW TO GET STARTED WITH SEO

Continued

#3 Customize SEO Title & Meta Description for
your Homepage

In the pursuit of effective SEO, reaching the coveted first page of Google's search
results is a common aspiration. However, achieving success in SEO goes beyond
mere page ranking. It's not just about being on page #1; it's about enticing users to
click on our website from the search results. So, how do we drive those clicks? The
answer lies in crafting compelling metadata, specifically the SEO Title and Meta
Description.

Why is this important? Well, when users encounter search results on Google, the
SEO Title and Meta Description are the only pieces of information they have to
evaluate whether they should click on your page or someone else's. Think of it as a
first impression in the search results.

The SEO Title, displayed in larger text, and the Meta Description, presented in smaller
text, serve as your opportunity to capture the attention and interest of potential
visitors. By optimizing and making these snippets engaging and enticing, you can
increase the likelihood of users clicking through to your website, driving valuable
traffic and potential conversions.
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Award-Winning Organic SEO Consultant & Visibility Strategist

Mariah Magazine is an Organic SEO Consultant that helps clients get found on search engines
by harnessing the gaps in the market & SEOQ foundations.
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BONUS TIP

To boost your website traffic, it's essential to leverage the power of social media by
promoting your content. This practice plays a crucial role in off-page content
optimization, which is an important step in your SEO strategy.

When it comes to social media and SEO, they complement each other seamlessly. As
a general guideling, it's recommended to allocate twice the amount of time to
promote your blog posts compared to the time spent on writing them. This
emphasizes the significance of actively promoting your content on social media
platforms to maximize its visibility and reach.

By dedicating ample time and effort to social media promotion, you can effectively
increase your website's traffic, broaden your audience, and enhance your overall SEO
efforts. Remember, it's not just about creating great content; it's equally vital to
proactively share and promote it on social media channels.
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